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Natasha Bakht, Assistant Professor, Law, University of Ottawa:  

Professor Bakht’s research interests are generally in the area of law, culture and minority rights and specifically in the intersecting area of religious freedom and women’s equality.  She has written extensively on the issue of religious arbitration in family law.  Professor Bakht is a regular researcher with the National Judicial Institute where she has assisted in judicial education on sentencing, demeanour evidence and matters of faith and culture.  Professor Bakht is a member of the Law Program Committee of the Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF).  Publications include: Being Muslim in Canada (editor, 2009; “Objection, Your Honour! Accommodating the Niqab in Courtrooms" (2009); "Religious Arbitration in Canada: Protecting Women by Protecting them from Religion" (2007).
Lori Beaman, Associate Professor, Religious Studies, University of Ottawa:

Dr. Beaman holds the Canada Research Chair in the Contextualization of Religion in a Diverse Canada. Her research for the last decade has focused on religious freedom and the management of religious diversity in Canada and internationally. Her work has led her to question the ways in which religion is socially constructed as a conceptual tool for the reproduction of mainstream Christian hegemony.   Publications include:  Defining Harm: Religious Freedom and the Limits Of The Law (2008); Religion And Diversity In Canada, edited with Peter Beyer (2008); "Defining Religion: The Promise and the Perils of Legal Interpretation" (2008);  Exploring Gender In Canada: A Multi-Dimensional Approach, co-authored with Beverly Matthews (2007).

Peter Beyer, Professor, Religious Studies, University of Ottawa:
Dr. Beyer's current research focuses on religious diversity and multiculturalism in Canada, especially the case of recent and second-generation immigrants.  Publications include: Globalization, Religion and Culture (co-editor, 2007); Religions in Global Society (2006); "Conceptions of Religion: On Distinguishing Scientific, Theological, and 'Official' Meanings"  (2003).

Rajeev Bhargava, Director, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi:

Dr. Bharagava is internationally recognized for his work on multiculturalism, secularism and democracy.  Publications include: What is Political Theory and Why Do We Need It? (forthcoming, OUP);) Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution (editor, 2008);  Multiculturalism, Liberalism and Democracy (co-editor, 1999); Secularism and its Critics (editor, 1998). 

Anil Bhatti, Professor (retired), Language Literature & Culture, JNU, Delhi:

Until his retirement in August 2009, Dr. Bhatti was repeatedly Chairperson of the Centre of German Studies at JNU. He has also served as Dean of JNU's School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies and its School of Arts and Aesthetics, JNU. Dr. Bhatti is a Germanist specializing in culture studies, orientalism and postcolonial studies, and many of his published works have dealt with the problematic idea of "cultural identity," exploring the historical connections between Indian and German thinkers on this topic. Publications include: Sprache und Diversität in Indien und Europa; Aspekte einer Konstellationen (forthcoming in Entwicklungsmodell Europa. Entstehung – Ausbreitung – Herausforderung durch die Globalisierung); "Culture, Diversity and Similarity. A Reflection on Heterogeneity and Homogeneity" (2009); “Culture, Diversity and Comparision. Some Reflections” (2008); Jewish Exile in India (co-edited with Johannes Voigt, 1999).
Prasenjit Biswas, Reader, Philosophy, North Eastern Hill University (Shillong):
Dr. Biswas's research interests include ethnicity, religion and postmodernism. From 2008-09, he was the co-ordinator of a project entitled "Worldview of Tribes," funded by the Indian Council of Philosophical Research. Since 2007, he is a member of the research team for a broader comparative project on tribal worldviews, ideologies and religions, expected to be complete in 2012.  Publications include: Construction of Evil: Cosmology, Politics and Faith in India’s Northeast (co-authored, forthcoming 2010); Ethnic Life-Worlds in India’s Northeast: An Analysis (co-author, 2008); "The Citizen Subalterns: Paradoxes of Group Rights in Northeast India" (in Human Rights: With Special Reference To Northeast India, 2007); The Postmodern Controversy: Understanding Richard Rorty, Jacques Derrida and Jurgen Habermas (2005); "Nation(s) from Below, State-Nation and the New Subalterns: The Emergence of North East India" (in Human Rights And Insurgency: The Context Of North East India, 2002).

Gordon Davis, Assistant Professor, Philosophy, Carleton University:

Dr. Davis specializes in ethics and metaethics.  He has a background in both philosophy and education, and has worked on citizenship education and religious diversity, as well as on political liberalism. He is a member of the Executive Board of the Centre on

Values and Ethics at Carleton University. In recent years, he has developed research interests in Indian ethics. Publications include: "Civic Respect, Civic Education and the Family" (co-author, forthcoming); "Political Liberalism, Civic Education and Educational Choice" (co-author, 2007).
Avigail Eisenberg, Professor, Political Science, University of Victoria:
Dr. Eisenberg's research interests encompass feminism and minority rights, democratic theory and Canadian politics.  Publications include:  Reasons of Identity: A Normative Guide to the Political and Legal Assessment of Identity (2009); Diversity and Equality: The Changing Framework of Freedom in Canada (2008); “Identity, Multiculturalism, and Religious Arbitration: The Debate over Shari’a Law in Canada” (2007); Minorities within Minorities (co-edited with Jeff Spinner-Halev, 2005). 
André Laliberté, Professor, Political Studies, University of Ottawa:
Dr. Laliberté is also affiliated research fellow at the Center on Religion and Chinese Society at Purdue University. His research examines the response of governments in China and Taiwan to the development of religious institutions and activities. Publications include:" The management of religious diversity in Taiwan: from state control to laissez-faire? (2009)";"Les religions d’Asie de l’Est mondialisées : le rôle des États"(2009); "Entre désécularisation et resacralisation : Bouddhistes laïcs, temples et organisations philanthropiques en Chine" (2009); "The Political Consequences of Religious Revival in the People’s Republic of China" (2008); and The Politics of Buddhist Organizations in Taiwan, 1989-2003 (2004). He is presently co-editing with Rajeev Bhargava and Bruce Berman The State and Religious Diversity : Secularism, Toleration, and Accommodation.
Solange Lefebvre, Professeure titulaire, Theology and Religious Studies, Université de Montréal.
Dr. Lefebvre holds the titled chair, Religion, culture et société. In 2000, she founded the Centre for the Study of Religions at UM (CÉRUM) for which she remained director until December 2008. Her ongoing work on contemporary socio-religious currents prompted her membership on the committee of experts for the Bouchard-Taylor governmental Commission in Quebec.  Publications include: Cultures et spiritualités des jeunes (2008); Raisons d'être. Le sens à l'épreuve de la science et de la religion (editor, 2008); “Between Law and Public Opinion” (in Diversity and Religion in Canada, 2008); “Les dimensions socioreligieuses des débats sur les accommodements raisonnables” (in L’accommodement raisonnable et la diversité religieuse à l’école publique, 2008); "Between Law and Public Opinion" (2008); "Lights from Hindu-Christian Fecundations" (2008); La religion dans la sphère publique  (2005).

Gurpreet Mahajan, Professor, Political Studies, JNU, Delhi:

Dr. Mahajan has been a visiting fellow at the University of Toronto, Columbia University, and the Maison des sciences de l'homme in Paris. She is the author of many books and articles adapting multicultural theory, especially as it evolved in Canada, to the Indian context. She has also written on Indian secularism.  Publications include: "Multiculturalism in the Age of Terror" (2007); "Religion and the Indian Constitution: Questions of Separation and Equality" (in Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution (2007); "Federal Accommodation and Ethnonational Identities in India" (in Federalism in Asia, 2007); The Multicultural Path: Issues of Diversity and Discrimination in a Democracy (2002); Minorities and the Nation-State (co-edited with D.L. Sheth, 1999); Identites and Rights: Aspects of Liberal Democracy in India (2000).

Shail Mayaram, Professor, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi:

Dr. Mayaram has written about transnational religious movements, conversion, new forms of violence in civil society and how they impinge on identity and religion formation with respect to Hinduism and Islam. Publications include: "Of syncretism and liminality: Religious being in South Asia and beyond” (in Religion und Grenzen in Indien und Deutschland, 2009); The Other Global City (editor, 2009); "Recognizing Whom? Multiculturalism, Muslim Minority Identity and the Mers" (in Multiculturalism, Liberalism & Democracy, 1999), Resisting Regimes: Myth, Memory and the Shaping of a Muslim Identity (1997).   
Deepak Mehta, Reader, Sociology, Delhi University:

Dr. Mehta's research interests center on the study of material culture, the sociology of Muslim groups in India and the sociology of violence. He has published various articles on Hindu-Muslim violence in India, and is presently completing a monograph on the after-life of the demolition of the Babri mosque in 1992.  Publications include:  “Words That Wound: Archiving Hate in the Making of Hindu and Muslim Publics in Bombay” (in Beyond Crisis: Re-evaluating Pakistan, 2010); Living With Violence: An Anthropology of Events and Everyday Life (co-author, 2007); “Circumcision, Body, Masculinity” (in Violence and Subjectivity, 2000). 

Sipra Mukherji, Associate Professor, English, West Bengal State University:
Dr. Mukherji's 's research interests are religion, language and identity in east India, religious conversion in east India, and Asian Christianity.   Publications include:  "The Politics of Language and Dialect: English, Bengali and Assamese” (forthcoming in The Handbook of Language and Ethnic Politics); “The Curious Case of the Ramakrishna Mission" (forthcoming in Minority Studies: Oxford India Series on Contemporary Society); The Calcutta Mosaic:  The Minority Communities of Calcutta (co-edited with Himadri Banerjee, 2009); “Converting the Hero: Religious Conversion in Lal Behari Day’s Chandramukhir Upakhyan” (2007); “Missionaries in 19th Century Assam: Linking Religion and Power” (2006). 
Ashwani Peetush, Associate Professor Philosophy, Wilfred Laurier University:

Dr. Peetush's research interests include human rights and theories of cultural diversity, as well as Indian philosophy, with a focus on theories of the self in Advaita Vedanta.  Publications include:   "Indigenizing Human Rights: First Nations, Self-Determination, and Cultural Identity" (2009); "Caricaturizing Freedom: Islam, Offence, and the Danish Cartoon Controversy" (2009); Living in the Global Village: Cultural Membership and the Value of Diversity” (2009); "Global Ethics, Human Rights, and Non-Western Values" (2008); "Kymlicka, Multiculturalism, and Non-Western Nations" (2003).
Bindu Puri, Associate Professor, Philosophy, Delhi University:

Dr. Puri's areas of research are ethics, political philosophy and the philosophy of Gandhi. She has been a member of the Governing Body of the Gandhi Bhavan at Delhi University for the last four years.  Publications include: “Gandhi and Women: An Alternative Understanding” (forthcoming, 2010); “Secularism and the Devout: A Gandhian Reading" (in Grounding Morality: Freedom, Knowledge and the Plurality of Cultures, 2010); “Gandhi’s Translation of Plato’s Apologia: A Dialogue with Socrates” (2009); “History, Time and the Construction of the Non-Violent Praja/Nation: A Gandhian Intervention” (2009); “Zarathustra, Phronesis and an Alternative Understanding of Human Rights” (2006); Terror, Peace and Universalism. Essays on the Philosophy of Immanuel Kant, Volume II (co-edited with Heiko Sievers, 2006); Reason, Morality and Beauty: Essays on the Philosophy of Immanuel Kant, Volume 1 (co-edited with Heiko Sievers, 2006); Gandhi and the Moral Life (2004); Mahatma Gandhi and His Contemporaries (editor, 2002). 
Sonia Sikka, Associate Professor, Philosophy, University of Ottawa:

Over the past decade, Dr. Sikka has been writing on issues related to culture and pluralism in the writings of J.G. Herder. More recently, her research has turned

towards thematic examinations of secularism and identity formation.  Publications include:  Herder on Humanity and Cultural Difference (forthcoming, Cambridge University Press); "Liberalism, Multiculturalism and the Case for Public Religion” (forthcoming, Politics and Religion); “On the Manifest Destiny of Western Values” (in Towards Greater Human Solidarity: Options for a Plural World, 2005); “‘Learning to be Indian’: Historical Narratives and the ‘Choice’ of a Cultural Identity” (2004);  “Heidegger and Race” (in Race and Racism in Continental Philosophy, 2003).

Gopika Solanki, Assistant Professor, Political Science, Carleton University:
Dr. Solanki's research engages with issues of power, authority, and legitimacy at the interface of state-society relations in governance of family law in legally plural societies. Currently she is working on a book manuscript entitled “Adjudication in Religious Family Laws: Cultural Accommodation, Legal Pluralism, and Gender Equality in India.”    Publications include: “A Fine Balance?: Multi-level Governance and Women’s Organising in India” (forthcoming, in Gender, Politics, and Multilevel Governance). 
Anne Vallely, Associate Professor, Religious Studies, University of Ottawa:
Dr. Vallely's research interests fall within the Anthropology of Religion, and focus on the Jain religious and cultural tradition in India, as well as on the transnational Jain community outside of India. She is particularly interested in ethics, asceticism and women’s religious lives. Publications include: "Redemption by Way of the Buddha: A Post-Modern Tale of Exile and Return” (2008);  "These Hands Are Not for Henna: Jain Women Renouncers" (2006);  “Jain Epistemology & the Question of Pluralism” (2004); Guardians of the Transcendent: An Ethnography of a Jain Ascetic Community (2002).  

Mihaela Vieru, PhD Candidate, Canadian Studies and Political Economy, Carleton University

Ms. Vieru’s research interests revolve around multiculturalism, integration, citizenship, and collective identities. Her PhD thesis proposes an interdisciplinary examination of the developments of Canadian multiculturalism within a national security climate. Publications include: “Regaining the Childhood I Should Have Had: The Transformation of Inuit Identities, Institutions and Community in Ottawa” (co-authored with D. Patrick et al.; forthcoming in Aboriginal Peoples in Canadian Cities: Transformations and Continuities); “Doing Canadian Studies: the Conundrum of Interdisciplinarity” (forthcoming in Canadian Studies: the State of the Art); “Whither Multiculturalism in Canada? The Turn that Challenges Postmodernity” (forthcoming in Transnational Americas).  

Melissa Williams, Professor, Political Science, University of Toronto:
Dr. Williams is Director of the Centre for Ethics at the University of Toronto.  Her research interests cover contemporary democratic theory, multiculturalism and diversity,

feminist political theory, and indigenous justice.  Publication include:  Deliberative Democracy in Practice (co-edited, 2009); "Citizenship as Agency within Communities of Shared Fate" (in Globalization and Autonomy: Legitimacy, 2009); "The Politics of Fear and the Decline of Multiculturalism" (in The Ties That Bind, 2009); NOMOS 48: Toleration and Its Limits (co-edited with Jeremy Waldron, 2008); NOMOS

46: Political Exclusion and Domination (co-edited with Stephen Macedo, 2005);

Voice, Trust, and Memory: Marginalized Groups and the Failings of Liberal

Representation (1998; Paperback edition, 2000).

Elke Winter, Assistant Professor, Sociology, University of Ottawa:

Dr. Winter's research examines the dynamics of unequal group relations, processes of ethnicization, and pluralist nation-building from a historical and comparative perspective.  Publications include: Multicultural Nation: Collective Identity formation in Diverse Societies (forthcoming, 2010); "Trajectories of Multiculturalism in Germany, the
Netherlands, and Canada: In Search of Common Patterns" (forthcoming, 2010); "How Does the Nation Become Pluralist?" (2007); "Neither 'America' nor 'Québec': Constructing the Canadian Multicultural Nation," (2007).
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