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Letter from Director | Lettre de la directrice

The Religion and Diversity Project has had a productive year with
team members working hard to launch new projects and to complete
year one goals. The year began with the highly successful Sexual Di-
versity and Religious Diversity workshop organized by Pamela Dickey
Young, which is discussed on page 2 of our newsletter. Team mem-
bers met together for the second time last April in Ottawa. We were
happy to bring Marie-Claire Foblets to our team meeting to share
her experiences as the director of the RELIGARE project in Europe.
Our afternoon conference, organized by Pamela Dickey Young and
Nancy Nason-Clark, was Hot Spots: Exploring Sites of Contention.
The high quality papers from that session are being compiled for
consideration for a special issue in Studies in Religion, co-edited by
Pamela Dickey Young and Donald Boisvert.

During the summer team members participated in conferences
around the world, including the ISSR in Aix en Provence and the
ASR in Las Vegas. Solange Lefebvre and I travelled to Sweden in May
to take part in an International Colloquium on The Challenge of
Religion hosted by the IMPACT program at Uppsala University in
Sweden. This gave us the opportunity to connect with people coordi-
nating in large research projects similar to the Religion and Diversity
Project across Europe, to draw from their research experiences and
to begin to build new comparative links.

This fall Religion and Diversity Project team members have been
preparing workshops, lectures, grant applications and our Project
Manager, Heather Shipley, has forged a partnership with the Canadi-
an Museum of Civilization resulting in the team’s participation in
the Museun’s “God(s): A User’s Guide “ exhibition, which will begin
December 274, 2011. Details are included in the pages of this newslet-
ter. The first in our seties of graduate student workshops, facilitated
by James Beckford, will take place in November.

You will find details of the exciting accomplishments and initiatives
of team members in the following pages, and of course, on our web-
site www.religionanddiversity.ca

Lori G. Beaman

Project Director | Directrice du projet

Le projet Religion et diversité a connu une année fructueuse. Les
membres de 'équipe ont travaillé fort pour démarrer de nouveaux
projets et pour atteindre leurs objectifs. L’année a commencé par
latelier Sexual Diversity and Religious Diversity, organisé par Pamela
Dickey Young. Vous trouverez plus de détails a la page 2 de ce bulle-
tin. Les membres de I’équipe se sont rencontrés de nouveau en avril
dernier a Ottawa. Ce fut un plaisir d’accueillir Marie-Claire Foblets a
cette occasion. Elle est venue partager ses expériences en tant que
directrice du projet RELIGARE en Europe. Cette rencontre fut suivie
en aprés-midi par une conférence organisée par Dickey Young et
Nancy Nason-Clark: Hot Spots: Exploring Sites of Contention. Les
présentations de grande qualité qui ont été faites a cette occasion
seront soumises pour publication dans un numéro spécial de Studies
in Religion, co-dirigé par Pamela Dickey Young et Donald Boisvert.

Durant I’été, des membres de I'équipe ont participé a des conférences
internationales, entre autres le ISSR a Aix-en-Provence et le ASR a
Las Vegas. Solange Lefebvre et moi avons voyagé en Suéde en mai
pour prendre part & un colloque international sur The Challenge of
Religion, organisé par le projet IMPACT de I'Université d’Uppsala en
Suede. Cela nous a donné l'occasion d’entrer en contact avec des
gens qui coordonnent en Europe de grands projets de recherche
comme Religion et diversité, de profiter de leurs expériences de re-
cherche et de commencer a batir de nouveaux liens comparatifs.

Cet automne, les membres du projet Religion et diversité ont préparé
des ateliers et des conférences, complété des demandes de subven-
tions et notre ditrectrice de projet, Heather Shipley, a développé un
partenariat avec le Musée canadien des civilisations, qui a mené a la
participation de 1’équipe a Iexposition « God(s): A User’s Guide »
qui sera a l'affiche a compter du 2 décembre 2011. Vous trouverez
plus de détails dans ce bulletin. Le premier d’une série d’ateliers pour
les étudiants, animé par James Beckford, aura lieu en novembre.

Vous trouverez plus de détails sur les belles réalisations et les initia-
tives des membres de I’équipe dans les pages suivantes, ainsi que
dans notre site web au www.religionanddiversity.ca
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Announcements

9 Team member Rukhsana Ahmed has re-
ceived a SSHRC Partnership development
grant for a project entitled Ottawa Multi-
cultural Media Initiative. As the principal
investigator Ahmed will develop a part-
nership with the City of Ottawa to study
Ottawa’s growing multicultural digital and
print media and the opportunities and
challenges for newcomer wellbeing, inclu-
sion, and integration.

1 Congratulations to student team member
Charlotte Baines who has received spon-
sorship from the Victoria Multicultural
Commission for her project entitled The
State of Victoria: A Leader in Multi-Faith
Achievement.

1 A warm congratulations to the students of
the Religion and Diversity Project who
organized panels at Congress 2011 in
Fredericton. Steven Tomlins organized a
CSSR panel entitled Inclusion and Exclu-
sion: The Construction of Religious Identi-
ties in Canadian Mosaics, and Cathy Holt-
mann organized a CSA panel entitled Re-
ligious Diversity in Canada: Emerging
Scholarship. Congratulations to all stu-
dents who participated.

f Team member Winnifred Sullivan, along
with Professor Elizabeth Shakman Hurd
(Northwestern), Professor Saba Mahmood
(UC-Berkeley), Peter
Danchin (University of Maryland Law)

and Professor

have received a grant from the Henry R.
Luce Initiative on Religion and Interna-
tional Affairs for a new project entitled
Politics of Religious Freedom. Visit their
website at http:/iiss.berkeley.edu/politics
-of-religious-freedom/ for more details.

Religion and Diversity Project

Sexual Diversity and

Religious Diversity
Workshop

The Sexual Diversity and
Religious Diversity work-
shop was held at Queen’s
University from March
31 to April 204, 2011,
organized by Pamela
Dickey Young, Tracy
Trothen and Heather
Shipley. The workshop

b’I'OLIght t(?gether Re.h_ Margaret Denike, Wing Hin (Vivian) Lee, Pamela
gon and DlVeI'SItY PI'O] ect Dickey Young, Rebecca Johnson and Susan Palmer
team members, Rukhsana

Ahmed, Donald Boisvert, Pamela Dickey Young, Cathy Holtmann,
Nancy Nason-Clark, Rebecca Johnson, Heather Shipley with inter-
national scholars including Andrew Kam-Tuck Yip (University of
Nottingham), Margaret Denike (Dalhousie University), and Janet
Jakobsen (Barnard College). Jakobsen gave the keynote address en-
titled “Moving Beyond Tolerance: Sexual Diversity and Economic
Justice.”

This workshop sought to explore the many interactions and inter-
connections between the construction of sexual identities and the
construction of religious identities in different time periods, reli-
gious traditions and geographical areas.

To read the full workshop report
religionanddiversity.ca/en/events/#sex

please visit: http://

Susan Palmer, Nancy Nason-Clark, Donald Boisvert and Janet Jakobsen
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Second Annual Religion and Diversity Project Team Meeting

In April, 2011 the second annual
Religion and Diversity Project
team meeting, Hot Spots: Exploring
Sites of Contention, was held at the

University of Ottawa. Co-
investigators, collaborators, stu-
dent members, partners, stake-

holders and invited guests contrib-
uted to the success of the meeting.

To launch the meeting Jasjit Singh
(University of Leeds) led team
members in a workshop on how to
conduct internet surveys. Drawing
on his research within the Sikh
community in the UK, Singh
shared his strategies for using in-
ternet surveys among young Sikhs.
His workshop encouraged many of
our team members to think about
how this type of methodology
could be used in their own pro-
jects.

The second day of the conference
brought  Marie-Claire ~ Foblets

(University of Leuven) to share her
insights and experiences with reli-
gious diversity in Europe in gen-

Jasjit Singh

Marie-Claire Foblet (centre left) with Lori Beaman, Barbara Thériault, and Linda Woodhead

eral and specifically in Belgium.
Foblets is the coordinator of the
RELIGARE project, a three year
research project funded by the Eu-
ropean Commission Directorate
General Research-Unit L Science,
Economy and Society that con-
nects researchers from 13 universi-
ties and research centers across
Europe. She shared her ex-
periences working with a
large research project that
studies religion.

Papers were presented by
team members James Beck-
ford, Donald Boisvert,
Pascale Fournier, Nancy
Nason-Clark, Susan Palmer,
Michael Wilkinson, and
Linda Woodhead and stu-
dent team members Char-
lotte Baines, Cathy Holt-
mann, Isaac Nizigama, and
Hélene Thibault in our Hot
Spots:  Exploring Sites of
Contention conference ses-
sion. The results of this con-
ference are being compiled
for submission to Studies in
Religion.

Team members came together at
the end of the meeting to discuss
research projects for the upcoming
year.

See more photos from our team
meetings at http://
religionanddiversity.ca/en/medias/
images/

Pascale Fourier during her presentation at the Hot

Spots: Exploring Sites of Contention Conference




We are very pleased that Andrew
Kam-Tuck Yip of the University of
Nottingham and internationally
recognized expert in religion, sexu-
ality and ethnicity will be joining
the Religion and Diversity Project
at the University of Ottawa from

October 20 to November 20, 2011.

His visit is funded bi the Universi-

Religion and Diversity Project




