Politics of Religious Freedom: Contested Norms and Local Practices
Professor Elizabeth Shakman Hurd (Northwestern), Professor Saba Mahmood (UC-Berkeley), Professor Winnifred Fallers Sullivan (SUNY-Buffalo  Law) and Professor Peter Danchin (University of Maryland Law) have received a grant from the Henry R. Luce Initiative on Religion and International Affairs for a new project entitled “Politics of Religious Freedom.” This three-year project (2011-2014) will be jointly based at the University of California, Berkeley and Northwestern University for International and Comparative Studies, and affiliated with law schools at the University of Maryland and the University at Buffalo.

“Politics of Religious Freedom” will consider how religious freedom is being transformed through legal and political contestations in Egypt, India, South Africa, the United States, and the European Union. It will generate a body of research and writing on the global history and politics of religious freedom intended to inform both academic research and contemporary policy debates, at local, national and international levels.

Graduate and undergraduate syllabi on religious freedom will be developed and taught by the four members of the research team at their respective institutions, and a related set of teaching aids and materials addressing the transformed and contested nature of religious freedom across Western and non-Western contexts, will be available on a dedicated website and in hard copies. The project will support four graduate students (over a period of two years) to serve as interns in two legal aid organizations in Egypt and India with whom the research team will be collaborating. Finally, the research team will disseminate research findings and impact policymaking communities through a co-authored handbook on the politics of religious freedom; publication of key papers from project workshops to be held in Venice, Bombay, and Cairo; the publication of capstone conference proceedings in special issues of journals in the fields of international law, religion, and international relations; and translations of, and commentaries on, key legal cases involving religious freedom from India, Egypt, and South Africa.

